natural right, but because that all impediment to
the progress of the human understanding is an
evil, an excessive evil, and especially to yourself,
who only can enjoy truth, and hear truth, from
the Press, which should be the prime minister of
good kings.

They will tell you, SIRE, that with respect to
the freedom of the Press you can add nothing at
Berlin.     But to abolish the censorship,  of itself
so   useless,   and   always   so   arbitrary,   would   be
much.   If the printer's name be inserted in the
title-page it is enough, perhaps more than enough.
The only specious objection against an unlimited
freedom of the Press is the licentiousness of libels;
but it is not perceived that the freedom  of the
Press would take away the danger, because that,
under such a regulation, truth only would remain.
The most scandalous libels have no power except
in countries that are deprived of the freedom of
the Press.    Its restrictions form an illicit trade,
which   cannot   be  extirpated ;   yet  they  lay   re-
straints  on  none but  honest  people.     Let  not,
therefore, that absurd contrast be seen in Prussia,
which absolutely forbids foreign  books to be in-y before mentioned, wherehe word plebeian, and   this word is meant
